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eSociety

Our society is currently evolving
towards artificial intelligence, nanotechnology, transhumanism, industry
4.0, quantum computing, blockchain…
This will alter the way we live, work
and think. Some view these evolutions
with caution, whilst others welcome
them with open arms. In this minor we
aim to develop a critical awareness of
arguments on either side; considering
potential threats to, among others,
equality and democracy, as well as
examining new opportunities like
e-business, e-health & e-governance.

meaning ’Garbage In, Garbage Out’. It
makes a clear distinction between the
system and its user. Most people tend
to forget that technology on itself is
harmless; the output quality of a system depends entirely on what people
put into it. We focus on the weakest
link: people, as individuals or organizations, handling the systems. The
so-called human factor. We examine
causes of instabilities and solutions
for people to maintain a healthy
balance, to hold sensible online relationships, enforce digital citizenship &
stay resilient in cyberspace.

Many objects are now connected
to the internet. Smart watches, for
instance, can be connected to other
devices through network facilities.
These items are nothing more than
commonly known ideas or systems
with an upgrade, equipped with
sensors and collecting data. We take
a closer look at people’s motivations
to develop new kinds of interconnected technology. Which goals are they
trying to achieve?
GIGO is a computer science acronym

Technology always moves at a faster
pace than society itself and thereby
affects all aspects of human life. What
impact does this have on our human
rights? Knowing the legal framework
and being able to think independently
based on different opinions, is crucial.
In this minor we also look at difficult
ethical dilemmas which digitalisation
brings along. For example, what about
artificially upgrading people, the
debates about quality of life and even
the use of technology to kill?

Educational apporach

This minor does not assume prior
technical knowledge and is available
to students from varying backgrounds.
We work with interactive lectures,
guest speakers, field trips, group
works, individual assignments and an
international experience in order to
expose students to different visions
and perspectives. At the end of the
semester you will be able to give
technology-neutral advice about new
phenomena like digistress, the digital
gap, data protection, cyber bullying,
tech addiction, digital footprint…

PROGRAMMA
(30 studiepunten)
• Evolutionary Journey
(5 credits)
• Emerging Technologies
(5 credits)
• Human Factor (5 credits)
• Legal & Ethical Framework
(3 credits)
• Integrated interdisciplinary
project (12 credits)
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Contact person 1
Co-ordinator eSociety
Thomas Dhooge
Thomas.Dhooge@vives.be
056 27 05 76
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Contact person 2
Co-ordinator International Relations
Applied Social Sciences
Eveline Le Roy
Eveline.Leroy@vives.be
#VERYVIVES
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campus Kortrijk
Sociaal-agogisch werk
Doorniksesteenweg 145
8500 Kortrijk
www.vives.be

Schrijf je online in op www.vives.be/navorming

Applications
(motivational letter + CV)
must be sent to both
contact persons.

